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Welcome to a new-look magazine for 2017. 
2016 was a successful year for the Garden. The hugely popular 
Plas Pilipala opened, a new playpark was installed adjacent 
to the stableblock, a hay bale maze appeared in the outer 
walled garden and repairs were carried out on the Japanese 
tea house. All of which contributed to a significant increase in 
visitor numbers. August saw a 43% increase in visitor totals and a 
massive 68% increase in family visitors compared to 2015.

The next twelve months are also shaping up to be an exciting 
time for the Garden, with events and ambitious projects being 
developed to further grow the Garden’s appeal and income. 
These include new activities and on-site accommodation that will 
complement the anticipated start of the construction phase of 
the Regency Restoration project.

All of this commercial activity is focused on supporting and 
funding the delivery of our key objectives as a Botanic Garden; 
conservation, inspiration and education. Bringing fresh impetus 
to this core mission activity, our new Curator, Will Ritchie, joined 
us in January from Glasgow Botanic Garden, as did our new 
education Development Manager, Paul smith. Welcome to both.

All in all there is much to look forward to in 2017 as the  
team of Trustees, staff and volunteers work to further develop  
the National Botanic Garden of Wales as a world class centre  
of excellence.

“This is a wonderful place in 
which to work. It’s a privilege 
to be at the heart of an 
iconic Welsh institution.”
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Highlights
Catch up with the news and events in the Garden
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HIGHLIGHTs

PILIPALA PrIZE
Everyone has loved the tropical 
butterflies since Plas Pilipala 
opened last summer, including 
judges of the 2016 Wales/Cymru 
Chartered Institute of Marketing 
Awards. Scooping the awards for 
both ‘Best Advertising Campaign’ 
and ‘Best Integrated Campaign’ 
at the glittering ceremony were 
Alison Debono and the staff of 
The Media Angel advertising 
agency, our campaign partners, 
David Hardy, Head of Marketing, 
rebecca Ingleby Davies, the 
designer, Dr Natasha de Vere, 
Head of Science and Education, 
and Huw Francis, proud Director 
of the Garden.

GrOWING CArEErS
Apprentice Carly Green comes 
to the end of her two-year 
programme shortly, and we wish 
her well with her horticultural 
career when she leaves the team. 
‘People have been so generous 
with their knowledge and 
expertise, making the experience 
special,’ she says. Meanwhile 
our second apprentice, Matthew 
Bryant, started in September 
2016 and we shall recruit again 
next September. Patrick Daniell, 
the benefactor, follows the 
scheme’s progress closely, and it 
is also supported by The Ernest 
Cook Trust and The Finnis Scott 
Foundation.

Our new curator, Will Ritchie, came on board in the new year and 
is making the most of his move to Wales by getting out into the 
Brecon Beacons, cycling and catching as many rugby matches 
as he can.  He’s no stranger to botanic gardens of note, his most 
recent position having been at Glasgow Botanic Gardens. There 
he had three national plant collections to nurture – begonias, 
tree ferns and dendrobiums (orchids). Before that he did his fair 
share of globetrotting, having worked in Hot springs National 
Park, Arkansas, in the Oman Botanic Garden as well as in the 
Royal Botanic Gardens in edinburgh. A native of Aberdeenshire, 
he specialised in taxonomy and genetics for his masters degree. 
We look forward to seeing you and your partner, sammi, cycling 
around Carmarthenshire, Will.

Bluestone from the Preseli Hills has long been a topic for debate. 
Did stone from north Pembrokeshire really get transported to 
stonehenge? How on earth was that accomplished? That’s a 
puzzle for another time, perhaps. Meanwhile, there is no doubt 
that the effect of these upright stones when grouped in a circle 
is quite beautiful. Along the Broadwalk, adjacent to the Preseli 
Bluestone in the Rock of Ages display, is the striking Healing Circle 
sculpture. The creator, sculptor Darren Yeadon, admits:

 “This project is one of the hardest I’ve done – sourcing the 
stones, digging them out and breaking them up was quite a 
physical challenge. Transporting them to my studio was another 
challenge, not to mention the actual work of carving them.”

When he split the heavy, abrasive dolerite in his 
Pembrokeshire studio, the newly exposed surfaces felt warm,  
and the more he polished the warmer the stone became. Perhaps 
our distant ancestors discovered this too.  And it would not have 
been difficult to believe that healing energies came from it. 
Darren himself was certainly moved by some unique quality in 
the bluestone:

“Through this journey the stones seemed to form themselves 
and the designs worked naturally with each other. Definitely there 
is some real magic and spiritual energy here connecting these 
sculptures to the earth.”

Come to admire, touch their surfaces and see what you think.

Welcome, Will!

For full listings, 
take home or 
download our 
events leaflet at 
botanicgarden.
wales/visit/whats-on/upcoming-events/

Events

Watch the video:
botanicgarden.wales/post/ 

garden-areas/tropical-house/

The Healing Circle Sculpture

In search 
of a new 
begonia on an 
expedition to 
Vietnam

YOu CAN WATCH IT
If you’re not reading this 
magazine on line, we’d like you 
to! Simply send an email to Jane 
Down the Membership Officer 
and, hey presto, this magazine 
will drop into your Inbox next 
time. This helps us save money 
and paper - plus you can watch 
the video! It’s jane.down@
gardenofwales.org.uk

http://botanicgarden.wales/visit/whats-on/upcoming-events/
http://botanicgarden.wales/visit/whats-on/upcoming-events/
http://botanicgarden.wales/post/ garden-areas/tropical-house/
http://botanicgarden.wales/post/ garden-areas/tropical-house/
mailto:jane.down%40gardenofwales.org.uk?subject=Yr%20Ardd
mailto:jane.down%40gardenofwales.org.uk?subject=Yr%20Ardd


HIGHLIGHTs

FOrTIETH WILD FuNGuS
Some of Wales’s top mycologists 
have been visiting the waxcap 
meadows in the Waun Las 
National Nature reserve for more 
than 20 years, and, on the last 
annual Fungus Day guided walk, 
there was great excitement to find 
a rare species, the short-spored 
earthtongue Trichoglossum walteri. 
It’s the 40th waxcap related 
fungus to be recorded on this 
fascinating sheep-grazed pasture 
– a high figure, highlighting 
the importance of unfertilized 
pastures, so many having been 
lost in our cultivated countryside.
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Folly Farm in Pembrokeshire is home to two beautiful eastern 
black rhinos, Nkosi and Manyara. They delight visitors and 
eat their way through mountains of vegetation every week – 
branches, leaves, fruit and other goodies. This produces quite a 
mountain of poo – 25kg each, every day, to be exact. 
Fortunately for the keeper, rhinos choose one 
place for a toilet so it is the midden that 
needs clearing. Often. 

Like the Garden, Folly Farm believes 
in conservation and recycling, and 
has donated the fertiliser so we can 
enrich soil for our plants here. African 
plants in the Great Glasshouse are of 
particular interest because of the link 
with their animals.

An aromatic gift

It is with great sadness that 
we report the death of Mr 
John Gwyndaf ellis OBe, 
vice-chairman of the Board 
of Trustees. Mr ellis, who was 
a volunteer at the Garden 
for more than 20 years and 
a trustee since 2005, died 
on Tuesday January 3, aged 
78. His many friends at the 
Garden extend our sympathies 
to his two children and 
grandchildren.

Garden director Huw Francis 
said: “He will be sorely missed 
here at the Garden where the 

impact of his unstinting efforts and hard work, over many years, 
cannot be underestimated.”

Mr ellis retired in 1996 from his post as Director of education 
in Dyfed. In 2016 he was awarded the OBe, an honour which 
the Garden proudly marked by planting a beech tree with an 
accompanying tribute engraved on a plaque.

John Gwyndaf Ellis OBE

WE CHALLENGE YOu 
AND YOur CAMErA
If you love taking photographs 
on your visits to the Garden, 
why not enter our Instagram 
competition for the best Spring 
shot? To take part, simply post 
your photos onto Instagram 
with hashtag #springbotanic.

Each month (March, April 
and May) the winner will receive 
a copy of Blas • Taste, 
a beautiful 
cookbook full of 
seasonal recipes 
and ideas for 
home and garden 
by local lass Lisa 
Fearn. You can 
also buy it in our 
shop for £14.99.

HIGHLIGHTs

Watch the film:
botanicgarden.wales/post/2016/12/

otterly-great-news/

Night prowler
With woodland, lakes and undisturbed nights, the Garden’s 
nature reserve, Waun Las, is perfect for otters. Visitors have 
spotted them occasionally and Jan Crowden, a member of the 
Tuesday conservation volunteers, has identified their spraints 
– but photographs as evidence? until now there were none. 
Finally John James, another Tuesday volunteer, set a night 
camera and captured this young female otter – result! Our 
buggy driver Jack has also seen an adult and a young otter, so 
these fascinating animals are definitely around. But as poet 
Ted Hughes wrote, they ‘linger nowhere’; these ‘water-gifted’ 
creatures are on the move, to ‘outfish fish’. 

Derwydd Daffodil
Narcissus obvallaris 
‘Thomas Virescent’
On the grassy path 
leading up to the Ice 
House you’ll find this 
double-flowered curiosity 
which many believe to 
have originated from 
the nearby village of 
Llandybie.

Puya
Puya sp.
This visually spectacular 
plant from Chile is an 
animal killer. Llamas and 
other fleecy animals get 
caught on its sharp spines, 
then starve to death. When 
the animal decays, the 
plant absorbs the animal’s 
nutrients, like a fertilizer.

Canary Whin
Genista stenopetala
Its fragrance fills the air 
in the Great Glasshouse, 
but this plant’s dark 
secret is that it’s a 
narcotic, to be used 
only with medical 
supervision, because it 
can affect the heart  
and lungs.

Many of the 
best plants in 
the garden 
right now are 
sunshine-yellow 
to welcome in 
the spring
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The Emergence 
of Plas Pilipala
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The months leading up to the grand opening of Plas Pilipala 
in July 2016 were packed with preparation. Dr Natasha de 
Vere, Head of science and education, had shared her vision 
of a butterfly house which no doubt had come as a result of 
her travels in Borneo. each year, Natasha leads a group of 
undergraduate students to the rainforests there, sighting along 
the way many amazing tropical butterfly species. How marvellous 
it would be, she decided, to bring a bejewelled slice of that 
environment back to the Garden...

Planning for our new guests involved visiting other 
butterfly houses, training staff and learning about the welfare 
of butterflies. Then came the practical work of modifying 
our existing Tropical House. The first step was turning the 
temperature dial up to 26°C and increasing the humidity, thus 
creating conditions perfect for tropical butterflies. Then we 
installed ceiling nets to stop any flights high up into the roof, and 
plastic curtains at the doors to prevent butterflies from escaping 
outside. The emergence cage could now be moved in, ready to 
house the butterfly chrysalises before they emerged  
as butterflies. 

ProVIdInG neCTAr
Plenty of new planting also happened over the course of the 
summer, with important sources of nectar for the butterflies, such 
as the starcluster Pentas lanceolata, and the yellow sage Lantana 
in shades of orange and yellow being planted out. Other food 
sources included plenty of rotting fruit, which became a favourite 
of the showy blue morpho butterfly, Morpho peleides. As well as 
nectar plants, we also sourced suitable caterpillar food plants, 
which would allow species like the showstopping glasswing Greta 
oto to start breeding. This butterfly is quite a favourite, though all 
you can see when it flies is the blur of white bands that it sports 
at the very top of its transparent wings. 

Above: Horticulturist Carl Holmes, 
the Garden’s president Sir Gareth 
Edwards, Clive Farrell, director Huw 
Francis and Head of Science and 
Education, Dr Natasha de Vere;  
blue morpho butterfly Morpho 
peleides; Julia butterfly Dryas iulia
Left: Plas Pilipala grand opening 
in July 2016.

BeHIND THe sCeNes
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Main image: Glasswing butterfly Greta oto
Inset: the emergence cage.

Researcher Laura Jones recounts 
the excitement of welcoming the 
first tropical butterflies

PLAS PILIPALA APP
Download the  
Plas Pilipala app 
which is available  
on Google play  
and the App Store



On the day of the very first butterfly delivery 
from stratford-upon-Avon Butterfly Farm, 
a gang of us formed in the Tropical House 
excited to see the chrysalises up close for the 
first time. each chrysalis gets glued to a dowel 
and placed in our emergence cage, a task that 
turned out to be slightly more difficult that it 
sounds, as the chrysalises have a tendency 
to wriggle when you touch them. By the next 

day we had our first emerged butterfly, ready to fly out into the 
house. From there on in we gained more and more numbers, 
ready for our grand opening.

Plas Pilipala soon became a big success. We had some of our 
best summer visitor numbers ever, with an increasing number of 
families coming along. And through the winter months visitors 
have continued to enjoy getting up close to the butterflies, not 
least because they make stunning subjects for photographs. To 
make this additional attraction to the Garden such a fantastic 
one, all the different departments at the Garden have worked 
together and we are all looking forward to seeing what develops 
over the course of running Plas Pilipala in the coming year.  

PollInATor PArk 
The butterfly rangers in Plas Pilipala chat to visitors and answer 
all manner of butterfly questions but they also aim to provide a 
broader perspective on pollinators of all kinds. In summer, going 
out from Plas Pilipala into the Double Walled Garden, visitors can 
spot lots of different pollinators, from native butterflies to bees 
and hoverflies. We hope they will also visit the Bee Garden and 
from the observation deck watch the activity in the beehives. Plas 
Pilipala is part of an expanding ‘Pollinator Park’, where we can 
raise awareness about conservation and the natural world.

BeHIND THe sCeNes PORTRAIT

Our OWN GLASSWINGS
One of the great joys at Plas 
Pilipala is to have some butterfly 
species now actually breeding here. 
Notably, the glasswing butterfly, 
Greta oto, is thriving. 

Spotting leaves that have been 
nibbled is the easiest way of finding 
eggs and caterpillars. Luckily, the 
butterflies will only lay their eggs 
on specific plants, which we can 
plan for and bring in, so our whole 
tropical plant display isn’t about to 
be devoured! A glasswing is actually 
a very light eater; it feasts on 
maybe half a leaf before pupating 
and forming an exquisitely delicate 
chrysalis – green with gold strands 
that catch the light.

Since September 2016, we 
haven’t imported any glasswing 
chrysalises. This means that each 
one you see here is a born and bred 
Plas Pilipala butterfly.

ATLAS MOTHS
Among the more recent additions 
to Plas Pilipala are the strikingly-
patterned Atlas moths Attacus 
atlas. These moths possess one 
of the largest wingspans in the 
world, which can reach over 25 cm. 
However, they do not have mouths 
and therefore do not feed, making 
their lifespans as adults only a few 
days long. 

“The Garden is a multi-faceted 
business – we can encompass lots 
of initiatives which will allow us to 
re-invest in our core work.”
Huw lists agriculture, sport and 
family accommodation, just for 
starters. Glamping, anyone?

10  

Our new director has seen a lot of the world and he’s no stranger 
to commerce. He left his native swansea to study at Cranfield 
university and thereafter began his illustrious career. If you meet 
him at a Garden event, you could ask him about his time working 
in Hong Kong, in Turkey, in France, or ask about his novel, Mule 
Train, set in Pakistan. Once you get him talking about his vision 
for the future of the Garden, however, it may be difficult to stop 
him. When I spoke with him, I was particularly interested to 
learn about his most recent life in the Outer Hebrides, leading an 
initiative that was enormously successful.

Huw Francis was Chief executive of stòras uibhist, a 
community of islands whose fortunes have been turned around 
over the past few years. It’s the largest community-owned 
estate in scotland, previously owned by absentee landlords who 
used the islands for sport and holiday homes but had no need 
to ensure there was a living to be made for the inhabitants. 
That emphasis has certainly changed. For the 3,000 people 
who live there now, there is a tourism economy, there is new 
housing, a harbour and marina. There has been investment in 
land-management, grants to local businesses. And plenty of 
controversy – as you would expect, when a feudal system is 
being dismantled.

Huw sees opportunities to grow the commercial side of 
the Garden, so as to support the core mission, the work in 
horticulture and education which clearly are passions. Heritage 
is a word that fires him too – ‘the Garden is a perfect illustration 
of how the Welsh went round the world.’  And so is our director. 
Welcome home.  Mairwen Jones
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From the 
outer 
Hebrides to 
llanarthne

Huw Francis

“We grow the commercial side so that the 
whole Garden can grow.”



Head of Interpretation Bruce Langridge looks at 
how the Wallace Garden has evolved

A journey through time 

12  13  

The usk-born naturalist Alfred russel 
Wallace (1823-1913) would surely 
commend the Garden’s interest 
in genetics and research. His own 
theory of evolution by means of 
natural selection did not make it to 
publication in time to make him as 
celebrated as Charles Darwin, but in 
this Garden we proudly honour him. 

Time travellers on display: moss, liverwort, fern, horsetail, ginko, cycad, conifer and magnolia

For several summers now, the Wallace Garden has become one 
of the visual highlights of the Garden. The wildflower beds in the 
centre, carefully prepared each year by James kettle and Marilla 
Burgess, have not only been visually stunning but have been a hit 
with pollinating insects too. It’s a space not to be missed. over 
the past year, an additional dimension has been taxing my brain, 
namely a display showing the evolution of the first land plants on 
earth. now you can come and discover a botanical story that spans 
more than 400 million years. What can mosses and liverworts 
tell us about the earth’s first land plants? Why is the royal fern so 
fascinating? What happened to the giant horsetails that once 
dominated South Wales? What did dinosaurs have for dinner, how 
do you tell conifers apart and when did flowers evolve? 

I’ve been responsible for the interpretation and I admit it wasn’t 
always easy to tell the story. not only are the facts and theories 
about the evolution of land plants hotly disputed but these are 
difficult processes to condense on information panels. luckily I’ve 
had some great people to help me, including James and Marilla, 
and Professor dianne edwards of Cardiff University and Fellow 
of the royal Society, who provided us with the sequence of plant 
evolution. learning about these ancient plant families has been 
fascinating.

The world the plants inhabited had creatures in them too, which 
graphic designer rebecca Ingleby davies subtly suggests with 
the illustrations. Come to the Wallace Garden and see what the 
ancient beetle and stegosaurus saw ... 
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The contribution volunteers make to the life of the Garden is 
immense and so it was with setting up Plas Pilipala. Volunteer 
beekeeper Julian Caruana had the task of creating an emergence 
cage for newly arriving pupae, and the brief was challenging. The 
cage needed to be big enough to fit four hundred pupae with 
enough space for the adult butterflies to emerge and dry out their 
wings. The chrysalises of tropical butterflies require both a high 
humidity and warmth to emerge successfully, and will become 
stressed if the temperature drops too low. If the temperature is 
just a few degrees out, adult butterflies could fail to emerge from 
the chrysalis casing at all.

After we’d worked out the dimensions we needed (by 
measuring arms and hands to see how far into the cage we’d 
be able to reach), Julian got to work, making the skeletal frame 
before cladding it. Then he added slats in which rods of pupae 
rest, a roof clad in stainless steel to waterproof the cage, a 
thermostat-controlled heater to regulate temperature, and finally 
a pair of toughened-glass doors. Perfect.

On a daily basis, visitors really appreciate having volunteers 
inside Plas Pilipa, ready to chat about the butterflies, the house 
and how we care for them. The success of the whole project has 
most certainly been a team effort.

LAsT WORD: please send us your email address. Membership secretary 
Jane will be very glad of it. jane.down@gardenofwales.org.uk

Beekeeper’s grand design

Members' patch
Make the most of your membership – not just free entry but 

discounted courses, free admission to other gardens and lots of 
opportunities to meet garden-lovers of all ages

Members are warmly invited to 
the monthly coffee mornings, 
featuring presentations from 
knowledgeable speakers. On 
Feb 14,  Dr Jenny McPherson 
gives an illustrated talk on the 
Vincent Trust and conservation 
of pine martens. St Patrick’s 
Day, March 17, is celebrated 
with a talk on the gardens 
of Cork and Wexford by Neil 
Barry, plantsman, lecturer 
and Irishman! On April 21 
Laura Jones will be giving an 
illustrated update on the bee 
survey at the Garden.

Members’ Day 2017 is on saturday 
May 13. It’s your day and your chance 
to come and find out what’s been going 
on at the Garden and what we have 
planned for the future.

There will be a range of talks and tours and some special 
‘members only’ not-available-to-the-public events. There is also a 
chance to meet the Director and our Trustees.

This year, Members’ Day coincides with ‘Day 2’ of our two-
day Annual National Botanic Garden of Wales Plant sale, a very 
important fundraising event, which begins on Friday May 12.

 
rOGEr KNIGHT 
roger has been a member since 
the Garden opened in 2000 and 
continues to appreciate the 
fact that this national treasure 
is only a short drive from his 
home in Swansea. He visits 
about five times a year, enjoying 
every season, and loved the 
Plas Pilipala development this 
year. As a retired scientist, he is 
fascinated by the work on DNA 
and pollinating insects: “This is 
an impressive contribution to the 
scientific community worldwide.”

Favourite parts of the Garden:
•	 The Double Walled Garden 

quadrant showing DNA links
•	 The Wallace Garden – “his 

legacy is just as important as 
that of Darwin”

•	 The Tropical House – those 
butterflies! 

Favourite events: 
•	 a choir in full song in the Great 

Glasshouse
•	wonderful falconry displays

Members’ Day

MeMBeRs’ PATCH

LEArN SOMETHING NEW
The Garden is an inspiring setting 
for developing a new interest 
or expertise. Ever tried felting 
(above), or working with stained 
glass? What about weaving plant 
supports using willow? Or why 
not follow a course in digital 
photography? You may find a 
whole new way of enjoying the 
Garden’s vistas and intricacies. 
Learn in the company of friends, 
or why not bring a family member 
and learn together?

For more information and a full 
list of our day courses visit the 
website: botanicgarden.wales/
learning/day-courses/  

Meet a member

Coffee mornings

mailto:%20jane.down%40gardenofwales.org.uk?subject=Yr%20Ardd
http://botanicgarden.wales/learning/day-courses/
http://botanicgarden.wales/learning/day-courses/


A grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
announced today (March 1st) is the final piece 
of the jigsaw signalling the launch of the 
construction phase of a £7.2 million project to 
restore the legendary landscape of one of the 
finest regency waterparks in Britain. 

Baroness Kay Andrews, uK Trustee and Chair of 
the Heritage Lottery Fund in Wales, said: “Once 
completed, this exciting project will confirm the 
Botanic Garden’s place at the top of everyone’s to-
do list. It will make not only an amazing day out for 
families and people of all ages and a must-see for 
those outside Wales and even further afield.”

economy secretary Ken skates said: “Our natural 
heritage is a precious resource, and combining the 
Botanic Garden’s horticulture expertise with its own 
history will make an exciting and powerful new 
visitor attraction for Wales. The Welsh Government 
is a proud supporter of the Botanic Garden and 
we welcome this investment which will help 
provide new skills and training for volunteers and 
apprentices.”

The original owners of the estate where the Garden 
now stands,  the Middleton family, began to lay out 
formal gardens from the late 16th century using 
wealth gained from procuring spices, herbs and 
other goods as founders of the east India Company 
in the early 1600s.

It was not until the estate was bought by MP for 
Carmarthen, sir William Paxton, in 1789 that the 
grounds came into their own Protegé of world-
famous landscape architect, Capability Brown, 
samuel Lapidge was commissioned to design the 

landscape and gardens to include an innovative 
water park with water flowing around the estate 
linked by a network of dams, sluices, bridges 
and cascades. It is these ground-breaking water 
features that will be brought back to life for modern 
day visitors to enjoy.

Director of The National Botanic Garden of Wales, 
Huw Francis said: “spring has certainly sprung here 
at the Garden, with this fantastic news chiming in a 
fresh season and a fresh chapter in our history too. 
since we opened in 2000, we have always wanted 
to celebrate not only our horticulture but also our 
heritage. The main house was destroyed decades 
ago through fire but the impressive grounds have 
left plenty of traces in the form of drained or silted 
lakes and overgrown paths.”

“This funding will mean we no longer  
have to imagine what the estate might 
have looked like - we can now recreate it 
for our modern day visitors to experience 
first-hand. It will be spectacular.”

The National Botanic Garden of Wales is celebrating a lottery award 
that will kickstart the biggest development in its history.

Legendary landscape 
brought back to the future

Mr Francis added that the restoration work 
will happen alongside an exciting programme 
of activities and events providing a range of 
opportunities for people to get involved.

The news is timely not only coinciding with the Visit 
Wales ‘Year of Legends’ and ‘Year of the sea’, but 
also the enormous popularity of the BBC TV series 
‘Taboo’ in which the east India Company has a key 
role amid a dramatic and compelling cocktail of 
conspiracy, betrayal and bloodshed. The Garden’s 
heritage and history is inextricably linked to the 
Company, from its first flourishings to its decline at 
the end of the 19th century.

The Garden’s Head of Development, Rob Thomas, 
who is responsible for successfully piloting the 
funding bid, said: “The Middleton family was one 
of the driving forces behind the creation of the east 
India Company, creating  a wealthy Welsh dynasty 
with a home in the heart of Carmarthenshire. With 
the decline in the Middleton fortunes, the estate 
was acquired in the 1780s by sir William Paxton, a 
scot returning from his east India Company service 
as one of the wealthiest men in Britain.”

“He set to work, creating the blueprint for the 
landscape here today, employing the finest minds 
of the day to design the mansion, gardens and 
necklace of lakes that surrounded his hilltop 
home. He would have been acutely aware of the 
Middleton history that he was buying into. This 

truly was the heyday of the estate and the Garden 
today can not only claim that it has been a site of 
formal growing for more than 400 years, but can 
also point to the fact that it had its very genesis in 
plants for health and the profits to be made from 
them and was sustained by the development and 
growth of the British empire.”

“It is an incredible story of pirates, plague and 
plants for health, and plots a period of 250 years 
of international trade from the times of barter and 
exchange to the establishment of international 
lines of credit and investment banking; the forging 
of the blueprint for our current capitalist system; 
and, in the hands of sir William Paxton, the 
formation of modern investment banking.”

For further information please contact Louise Austin, 
Heritage Officer: 01558 667178
louise.austin@gardenofwales.org.uk
 

Breaking news
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Thankyou for supporting us
Did you know that we are a charity? 
One of our three main charitable aims is to become a leading 
international centre for research and education in the science of plants.
With our innovative and successful research on plant DNA barcoding 
and pollinators, engaging and beautiful science themed displays, as 
well as our proven ability to inspire young people to love and care 
about nature, we think we’re getting there.
Money raised from your membership helps us enormously to achieve 
our aims. botanicgarden.wales/donate
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http://botanicgarden.wales/donate
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